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SAC-VALLEY NEWS
SVWQC actions, accomplishments, and updates

MEMBER
INFORMATION

MEMBER DEADLINES
AND REPORTING

The latest in this issue:

CELEBRATING GLENN
COUNTY

2026 MONITORING PLAN

2  AG EXPERT PANELND

EL DORADO TOUR

BACTERIAL TRIGGER
LIMITS

2024CY INMP ANALYSIS

1.1+ MILLION IRRIGATED ACRES       7300+ PARTICIPANTS        10 SUBWATERSHEDS

As the year comes to a close, we extend
our heartfelt gratitude to Sacramento

Valley’s farmers, ranchers, and
agricultural communities. 

Your hard work nourishes our Nation and
sustains families near and far. May this
holiday season bring you well-deserved

rest, abundant joy, and renewed hope for
the year ahead.

Thank you for all you do — here’s to a
prosperous and healthy new year!

HappyHolidays
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Kandi Manhart-Belding, Executive Officer of the
Glenn County Resource Conservation District (RCD)
and Outreach Lead of the Colusa-Glenn
Subwatershed Program (CGSP), has been honored
with a 2025 Conservation Education Award by the
California-Nevada Chapter of the Soil and Water
Conservation Society. The award recognizes her
outstanding leadership in conservation outreach
and education.

A fourth-generation farmer’s daughter and a
California State University, Chico graduate,
Manhart-Belding has served the Glenn County RCD
since 2005. During her tenure, she has led
programs focused on soil health, water
conservation, wildfire fuels reduction, and youth
education, helping connect landowners,
producers, and students with practical
conservation solutions. She also manages CGSP,
the largest Subwatershed in the Coalition at
271,000 irrigated acres, and is a respected
innovator in member outreach, education, and
assistance regarding the Irrigated Lands
Regulatory Program (ILRP). Manhart-Belding's
work aligns with the mission of her organization to
protect and enhance natural resources through
collaboration and innovation.

Additionally, CGSP President, Larry Domenighini,
and long-time consultant, Lester Messina, were
recognized by the Glenn County Farm Bureau with
the “Friend of Agriculture” award. These awards
are more than well-deserved and highlights both
the personal dedication and the impact of Glenn
County RCD’s ongoing conservation initiatives.

Celebrating Glenn County

2026 Surface Water Monitoring Plan Approved

"I am extremely honored to receive this
recognition, but I truly see it as an award for our
entire Glenn County RCD team, our partners, and
the producers we serve, Conservation is a
collaborative effort, and this honor reflects the
hard work, innovation, and dedication happening
every day in Glenn County. I could not be more
proud to represent such an incredible community
committed to protecting and enhancing our natural
resources." 
                                           -Kandi Manhart-Belding

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board approved the Coalition’s 2026 Monitoring Plan
Update (MPU) on December 5, 2025. The MPU details the plan and schedule for monitoring surface water
and approved monitoring sites throughout the Coalition for the 2026 Water Year (October 1, 2025 through
September 30, 2026). The 2026 Monitoring Year (MY) is a Core monitoring year for a majority of the Coalition
and an Assessment Year for the Subwatersheds with the Reduced Monitoring Option (RMO), which are El
Dorado, Lake, and Napa Counties. RMO Subwatersheds are required to complete Assessment monitoring
ever five years. If you would like to know which parameters will be monitored for and when in your
Subwatershed, please contact Bruce Houdesheldt at bruceh@norcalwater.org. 
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California’s 
Second Statewide Ag Expert

Panel Begins Work
The State Water Resources Control Board
has convened the Second Statewide
Agricultural Expert Panel (2nd Ag Expert
Panel) to re-examine how agriculture in
California manages nitrogen use. Since
their kick-off meeting in August, a Public
Listening Session and several Panel
Working Group meetings have been held.
The first charge question - Is there enough
data and scientific research to set crop-
specific nitrogen-related limits (e.g., A/R,
A-R, or other limits) that are protective of
groundwater quality and support a long-
term sustainable Irrigated Lands
Regulatory Program? - encapsulates why
the 2nd Ag Expert Panel was convened.
This will be an issue that commands the
attention of agriculture, especially
Coalition leadership, for the next year to
ensure the recommendations of the
Expert Panel are appropriate for growers
in the Sacramento Valley. Draft
recommendations are expected to be
released in late January 2026. Panel
meetings, public listening sessions, and
panel working group meetings are
available to the public.

For more information about the Expert
Panel, visit https://www.waterboards.ca.
gov/water_issues/programs/agriculture/20
25-expert-panel.html#announcements 

Upcoming Meetings
Dec 17, 2025 - 2  Public Listening Sessionnd

Dec 12, 2025 - Panel Working Group
Jan 7, 2026 - Panel Working Group

Jan 14, 2026 - Panel Working Group

Regional Board Staff Tour 
El Dorado County

On Friday July 11th, El Dorado County Agricultural Water
Quality Corp. (AWQ) Board Members welcomed staff from
the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
(Water Board) to El Dorado County for a tour of our
agricultural regions. The intent of the tour was to highlight
the responsible and compliant farming practices occurring
in El Dorado County and to emphasize the differences
between us and the valley floor.

The tour started at Camino Ridge Blueberry Farm with
Christa Campbell to provide a view of South County and to
provide an insight into a specialty crop, blueberries. Water
Board staff were treated to complimentary blueberry
picking. Our next stop was at the official Irrigated Lands
Regulatory Program (ILRP) water quality monitoring site on
North Canyon Creek at Indian Rock Tree Farm. A
representative from Larry Walker & Associates was there
to give an overview of monitoring data from the past 20
years. We then moved on to Delfino Farm for a quick visit
with Derek Delfino and a history of the farm and their
family's legacy in the start of agriculture in El Dorado
County beginning with the Pear blight to their fruitful
grape and wine business. From there we went to Boeger
Winery where Greg Boeger discussed his sustainable
farming practices and talked about the history of farming
in El Dorado County. Finally, we caravaned to the Gold Hill
area to visit the vineyard and irrigated pasture at the Akin
property. All along the way we highlighted the small
farming operations and non-contiguous agricultural
parcels that define business in the area.    

The AWQ Board is aiming to pursue an exemption from the
ILRP for El Dorado County. We are hoping the dialog
started at the tour will continue internally at the Water
Board and begin the process of reviewing the participation
of the El Dorado County Subwatersheds involvement in the
ILRP program. As with many government programs, the
process will most likely take years but we will continue to
work with the Water Board staff to pursue the best path
forward for El Dorado County growers.  

By Melissa Neal, Executive Director of AWQ

Change in Bacterial Trigger Limits for the ILRP
In October of 2025, the State Water Board notified all agriculture water quality Coalitions that 2019 State
Board-developed Bacterial Provisions will be used in the ILRP going forward. The new Trigger Limit, above
which the result would be considered an exceedance, will be 320 cfu/100mL for E. coli. E. coli results from
2019 to present have been revised to account for the new Trigger Limit. The Coalition has 16 historical
exceedances which will no longer be considered exceedances with the updated Trigger Limit. While the
rescinding of these E. coli exceedances has no impact on existing E. coli Management Plans, their
elimination welcome to further demonstrate the exceptional water quality in the Sacramento Valley.
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INMP Status Members Acres

Not Submitted 160 (3%) 18,123 (2%)

Submitted 4,985 (97%) 1,024,130 (98%)

Coalition Submits 2024 Crop Year Annual INMP and
Management Practice Implementation Report

The Sacramento River Watershed General Order requires the Coalition submit an INMP Summary Report
analysis for the previous crop year as well as anonymized grower data in Excel workbook format annually.
This annual report is called the Annual Management Practice Implementation and Nitrogen Management
Report. It includes an evaluation of grower INMP Summary Report data, including comparisons of the ratio
of nitrogen (N) applied to N removed (A/R) and the difference between N applied and N removed (A-R) by
crop for single year and three-year intervals. Also included are data from the grower Management Practice
Implementation Report – both surface and groundwater. In November 2025 the Coalition submitted data
for the 2024 Crop Year (CY).

All Coalition members report irrigation and N data for each field, including crop, irrigated acres, N applied
(A), planting year, irrigation method, and efficiency practices utilized for irrigation and N. For the 2024 CY,
INMP data was received for 4,985 member representing 1,024,130 acres. The overall member completion
rate was 98%.
  

2025-2026 Online Outreach Presentation Now Available
At the end of each year, the Coalition produces a video presentation summarizing the previous year’s
surface water monitoring results and previewing things members should keep in mind for the next year.
The 2025-2026 Online Outreach Presentation, which reviews the 2025 surface water monitoring results, is
now available. The video is designed to assist members in fulfilling their annual outreach requirement as a
landowner enrolled in the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program. 

The INMP data underwent data quality analysis
for completeness and errors and was evaluated
to identify statistical outliers. Over the 2025-26
Winter, members will receive individualized
feedback reports designed to show N use
efficiency for the fields within the context of   
other members of the Coalition. These feedback reports will contain information on whether a field was
identified as a statistical outlier. If a field is classified as an outlier, the member will be required to certify
their INMP Worksheet moving forward. 

The Coalition analysis report is complex and multi-faceted. If you would like to receive a copy of the analysis
report or a more detailed summary, please contact Bruce Houdesheldt at bruceh@norcalwater.org.

  

All grower data submitted to the Regional Board is either aggregated or anonymized and
therefore no specific reporting data can be tracked back to a specific grower. This is one of

the many benefits of being a Coalition Member. 

Reminder!

Visit:
https://www.svwqc.org/outreach-and-education/ 

and scroll to 2025-2026 SVWQC Outreach Presentation 
to view the most recent video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igiK9voowCw
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Coalition Member Information Hub

ALL MEMBERS except irrigated
pasture with no N application

Stays on-farm

Members in HVA and outliers
must certify

INMP WORKSHEET

Where a groundwater or
surface water Management Plan

exists

Submit to Coalition

GROUNDWATER/SURFACE
WATER MPIR*

Areas at risk for sediment
erosion

Stays on-farm

Must be certified*

SEDIMENT AND EROSION
CONTROL PLAN

“New” in 2026     |    Due in 2026 and next in 2031

ALL MEMBERS

Submit to Coalition

FARM EVALUATION PLAN

General Questions
sacvalleyinfo@gmail.com

www.svwqc.org

DIRECTORY
Bruce Houdesheldt, 
Director of Water Quality
Email: bruceh@norcalwater.org

Phone: 916-442-8333

Chelsie Bryden, 
Program Coordinator
Email: svwqccoordinator@gmail.com

Phone: 916-778-0993

Central Valley Regional

Quality Control Board, 

ILRP Division
Phone: 916-464-4611

https://www.waterboards.ca.go

v/centralvalley/water_issues/

irrigated_lands/

Growers who completed the INMP Self-Certification Training between July 1, 2022 and December 31,
2022 have a deadline of December 31, 2025, to complete the required three continuing education units
(CEUs) to renew their eligibility status. Growers who fail to obtain the three CEUs will have their eligibility
expire and must retake the original training and exam (which is now available online). 
For questions regarding your CEU status, email FREP@cdfa.ca.gov. Approved CEU courses can be found at
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/ ffldrs/frep/continuing_education.html

1) RENEWAL OF INMP SELF-CERTIFICATION STATUS

2) 2025 SAMPLING OF ON-FARM DRINKING WATER WELL

The deadline to complete the annual sampling event for the On-Farm Drinking Water Well Program
for the year 2025 is December 31, 2025. This sampling requirement applies to well on ENROLLED
parcels that are ACTIVELY used for drinking or cooking. If you believe you are exempt or have questions,
contact Phil Carter with the Regional Board (916-464-4487;  Phil.Carter@waterboards.ca.gov). You may
also visit https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/irrigated_lands/drinking_water/.

DECEMBER 31, 2025 DEADLINES

Report for the 2025 crop year

ALL MEMBERS except irrigated
pasture with no N application

Submit to Coalition

INMP SUMMARY REPORT

2026 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

*Management Practice Implementation Report

Your Subwatershed
will provide more

details and the exact
deadlines for 2026

reporting


